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SURREY AREA E-NEWSLETTER MAY 2022 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Surrey Area E-Newsletter.   
 
Many thanks to all the clubs and individuals that have contributed to this edition; it 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sponsorship for Area Show 

Many of you will know that there is an Area Show at the end of October and we 

are asking Clubs to sponsor a class. It has been suggested that £30 is a suitable 

sum which can be shared between clubs if you wish. 

To date we have received sponsorship for most of the classes which 

unfortunately leaves some without a sponsor. The Club will be named in the 

schedule as well as at the Show so there is still time for Clubs to do this and 

advertise yourselves. Please contact Jennifer Thompson (jmathomp@aol.com) or 

Brenda Fox (treasurersurreynafas@gmail.com) as soon as possible if you would 

like your Club to sponsor a class. It would be so good if all classes had a sponsor.  

 

Walton & Weybridge; Many thanks to Sylvie Mellersh. 
On 31st March at our 'Easter Surprise' workshop the surprise was finally unveiled. It was originally 
planned to take place in March 2020, but we all know what happened then! Two years ago we 
ventured into the world of papier maché and made eggs, which have been in storage since then, but 
luckily none of them hatched... At the workshop they were painted and decorated using flowers, and 
whatever else attendees fancied. Let your creative juices flow we said, and we were rewarded with 
some really lovely work. Well done to everyone who took part, the smiles on everyone's face tells you 
we all had fun. And many thanks to Valerie and Marion for creating the delicious lunch to help keep 
the energy. 

 

 
 
Bookh am Fl ower Clu b  (S ent  in  by C arol yn Trott)  
 

Annual General Meetings are boring! Not at Bookham Flower Club! This year’s, in March, was, as usual, 
well attended with over three quarters of the membership present. The attraction was the two-course 
lunch with coffee and a chocolate provided and served by local caterers at a reasonable cost. The 
committee set the round tables which looked even more attractive with a table decoration provided by a 
member at the centre of each. The table decorations were taken home by the lucky person on each table 
who had the picture of the flower drawn out by the President, Emma Sweeney. As members had booked 
their tickets, they were allocated a table and a member of the committee hosted each table. This meant 
that, in general, members got the chance to meet others they had not met before and conversation, good 
food and a glass of wine were enjoyed in a convivial atmosphere. The AGM followed, kept short and sweet 
but covering everything required, and included a presentation of awards by Emma. This year the Grenfell 
medal, an award made to a member, not on the committee, for services to the club, was presented to Pat 
Crawford for her initiative in organising an innovative display for National Flower Arranging Day. 
The following week a workshop for newer members was organised and led by Sue Slark to encourage 
more entries in the club’s monthly competitions. This was a great success with 6 members attending and 
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we look forward to more entries in the novice class. Further, more advanced, workshops are planned and 
we are looking forward to an exciting programme this year. 

 

 

Pat Crawford and Emma Sweeney 

 

Workshop Arrangements. 

 

St. John’s Art Group (sent in by Jane Gibbs) 
 
Members of St Johns Art Group actively take part in monthly competitions. Here are entries for “Glass 
Act” in their April meeting. Please see photos below: 
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Wimbledon Flower Club 

We are a small but growing club who are enjoying being in larger new premises.  We have a 

Committee who complement each other with different skills and all works hard to have a 

full Programme during the year, with different Demonstrators, In-House Demonstrations by 

our skilled members and also Teach-In’s, we also have competitions most months on a 
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different theme.  We are all at different stages of flower arranging, from novice to Wisley 

and Show Award experts. 

In April we had a Spring Workshop led by our wonderful Chairman, Eunice Burr, where we 

learned to flower arrange in the shape of a crescent.  Eunice had prepared holders and base 

to put the flowers in, and showed us an example and provided the flowers.  (The base 

consisted of a coffee tin which was painted and looked great).   There were a lot of deep 

thoughts and chatter and laughter while we were all working hard to get the crescent shape 

right, (with prompting from Eunice). Three weeks later and constant watering mine is still 

going strong!  

I think you will agree the results were really good.    

Joan Endean Programme Secretary 

Wimbledon Flower Club Photos below: 

     

    

Discussion Corner:  

 
Replies to the article from Jane Rickard in the last Newsletter’s Discussion Corner: 

 
Thank you for the Surrey Area E-Newsletter. 
I enjoyed reading it, especially the article 
Jane Rickard wrote on foam, I fully agree 
with her, use the Bio-degradable when needed. 
Otherwise use pin holders, chicken wire or moss 
frames wiring flowers into the moss even using 
moss balls wiring flowers into them to make 
bridal bouquets 
Bunty Stannard. 
 
Interesting piece on foam by Jane.  Anne Blissett. 
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I write with regard to Jane Rickard’s article in the March Surrey Newsletter. There is a new product 
from Oasis called “Terra Brick” which is available in both Europe and the USA (but not in the UK yet) 
which is 100% compostable. 
Apparently it is much easier to use than both the Floral Fibre and Agra Wool (not sure of any price 
though). Thomas de Bruyne of European Master Certification has done several You Tube videos on 
its use and appears to be very pleased with it. It’s under “Terra Brick” and was done about 6 months 
ago. So have Flower Factor – about a month ago. 
I Am doing research as to when it is going to be in this country but not having much luck so far, even 
though it is an Oasis product! I will keep you updated! 
Kind regards, 
Sally Hardy (Southern Demonstrators). 

 
NAFAS Demonstrators Symposium by Alison Gillott. 
 

 
Our weekend away at the NAFAS Demonstrators Symposium was fabulous. The 
event organised meticulously by the National Demonstrators Committee was 
inspiring, educational, creative, and most of all fun. 
 
Meeting up with demonstrators from around the country, sharing ideas, 
bidding for their pre loved containers in a silent auction, hearing about 
the British Flower Market, participating in workshops using recycled 
materials and alternatives to floral foam, participating in a tricky Plant 
Identification display, watching a magnificent demonstration by Angela 
Turner (for which she got a well-deserved standing ovation), listening to 
two amusing after dinner speeches and enjoying the luxury of a hotel on 
the edge of Ironbridge Gorge was great. 
Thanks should go to the hard working committee for their enthusiasm, 
support and stamina. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
Claire Bryant and Alison Gillott. 
 
AFDC Saturday Morning Workshop by Dee Kelly. 

 

Aldershot Floral Design Club hold a Workshop every other month at their Club Nights, the Committee also 

decided to start a Saturday Morning Workshop for Beginners 3 months ago, some of our more experienced 

members messaged to say they would like to join in, so we had Beginners in at 9am and the more experienced 

joined us at 10am. I took the Beginners and talked them through the basics, giving out paperwork for them to 

take home for reference. Below are photos of all of the member’s designs from our last workshop. 
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Surrey Area E-Newsletter Page 7 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Oxshott Flower Arrangement Society Sent in by Anita Lee. 
 
Oxshott Flower Arrangement Society is celebrating our 65th Anniversary coincide with the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee year on Tuesday June 21st. We will be having drinks on arrival. The well-known 
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Graham King will demonstrate his superb flower arrangements. Our Raffle will give a chance to win 
an arrangement. We will finish the day with celebration cakes & tea.  
We welcome visitors and their friends to come and join us at £5.00 per person. Please contact our 
Secretary, Anita Lee for more details 07979 804668 or even better - come and enjoy from 1:30pm. 

 
Area News: 
 
Dates of Interest for your diaries: 
 

• Friday 6 May: National Flower Arranging Day. (See you Club Chairman for a card to put on 
your posy). 

• Saturday 7 May: Horley Flower Club Show: “Hats Off” held at English Martys Church Hall, 
Vicarage Lane, Horley RH6 8AR. 1.30pm – 5.30pm. Admission: £3.00.  

• 9 - 15 May 2022. Salisbury Cathedral Flower Festival “Festival of Flowers”:  

• 19 to 24 May 2022: ECT Tour to Ireland with Michael Bowyer: details on NAFAS website. 

• 21/22 May: Walton & Weybridge Flower Club Show: “The Future Awaits”. Held at The 
Orangery, Squires Garden Centre, Halliford Road, Upper Halliford, Shepperton TW17 
8SG.Sat: 10.30am – 6pm; Sun: 10.30am – 3.30pm.  

• 11 June: Banstead 65th Blue Sapphire Anniversary Flower Show “Floral Gems”: 1-5pm. 
Held at Banstead Community Hall, Park Road, Banstead SM7 3AJ Visitors £2.00. 
Contact Vicki Hollands 07845250308 email bansteadflowerclub@hotmail.co.uk 

• 8-11 June: Chichester Flower Festival “Festival of Flowers”: Timed entry tickets £15. 

• 17 June: Area Show Fundraising Event: Graham King Demonstration at APMH: afternoon. 
More details to follow. 

• Saturday 18th June: Reigate Flower Club Presents their Show “A Journey through Time” 
10.30am-4pm Betchworth War Memorial Hall Station Rd, Betchworth, RH3 7DF. Admission 
£4. 

• 18-22 August: Lancing College Flower Festival “Sense of Place” Ticket Price £15 10am-
5pm. 

• 5-11 September: RHS Wisley Show:  

• Friday 9th – Sunday 11th September. NAFAS “Together Again” Leicester Marriott Hotel. If 
you are interested contact: Email: events@nafas.org.uk Tel: 020 7247 5567 

• 24 September: Area Show Fundraising Event: Rotating Workshop again, at APMH: 
morning and afternoon. More details to follow.   

• 29 (Staging Day) and 30 October 2022 Surrey Area Show: De Vere Horsley Towers East 
Horsley 

 
So lot’s to look forward to in 2022 in our flowery world. 
 
The next Area Council meeting on 13th June 2022 at Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall starting at 

10.30am. Any members from the Surrey clubs are welcome to attend.  

  The other dates throughout the year are: 26 September; 28  November 10.30am and AGM at 
 13.30pm.  

 
Looking Ahead to 2023 
 

• Friday 12th- Saturday - 13th May 2023: The NAFAS National Show is to be held at 
Gloucester Cathedral; entitled “Florilegium, a Gathering of Flowers”. Keep an eye out on the 
NAFAS website. 

 
  If you have never visited the Surrey Area website, go on and have look; lots of 

interesting pages to browse through with up to date information of the Area and National News and 

lots of photos to look at from events already held. Well worth a couple of minutes of your time. 

 

mailto:bansteadflowerclub@hotmail.co.uk
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As this is your Area Newsletter please forward to me anything of interest that is 

happening in your club for inclusion so that other club members can read all 

about it. Just drop me a short resume and photographs if you have taken any of 

the event to the email address below.......Over to you all. 

 
 Dee Kelly 
secretarysurreynafas@gmail.com 
 


