
 

 

 
24 March 2022 

 

Message to Clubs and Members 
 

Hello everyone 

 

Just to start with a big THANK YOU to everyone who came to the Members Day on Tuesday. What a 

fabulous day it was with a very informative talk in the morning by Katherine Kear - who knew about 

asking the tree’s permission before we lop off a branch?! After a delicious lunch we were entertained by 

Emily Broomhead with her colourful and inspiring demonstration. Sadly a number of members had to 

withdraw at the last moment due to Covid and we do hope you all make a speedy recovery. 

 

 

The other point that I wish to make is of concern to us all. We as flower arrangers and members of clubs 

cannot have failed to notice the rise in costs of practically everything which has been sharp and quick to 

take effect.  As Area Chairman I have been contacted by a number of Clubs concerned about their 

finances and seeking advice. We have all seen costs rising rapidly in a very short time and the effects are 

being felt here and now. This is especially relevant with Clubs who have booked demonstrators, often two 

years’ ago when costs were very different, but now they have to pay much higher expenses which could 

not have been planned for. 

 

 

Unfortunately, there is no easy answer to this and viewpoints have to be considered both from 
clubs and demonstrators. I am sure it also applies to our teachers, speakers and judges too. 
The major problem is the ‘Recommended’ mileage rates that can be charged. I am sure that 
when NAFAS devised the original chart it was not envisaged that petrol price rises would have 
been so rapid and steep, and perhaps the current chart may not be appropriate at present, but 
that is only my opinion. As the chart says and I am sure that NAFAS would reiterate that it is 
only ‘recommended’ and therefore not law! 
We also have to consider that demonstrators are not immune from having to pay the prices at 
the pump, often need a larger car, van etc. to bring all their stuff for us to enjoy, as well as 
paying more for flowers and foliage, and therefore their costs have risen sharply too. 
 
 
So my advice to Clubs, be it Programme Secretaries, Chairmen or Treasurers, is to see what 
the Club can afford for the year according to their income. Then, when that is known have 
conversations with those that have been booked and negotiate what can be afforded by the 
Club. This can involve the Programme Secretary, Chairman or Treasurer or all three. 
It may mean that the programme for the year changes to include more workshops when Area 
teachers or Club members are involved. Do remember, and it is essential that if, after 
negotiations, a booking has to be cancelled reference should be made to the ‘Code of Conduct’ 
about timings and payment.  
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Another way of trying to balance the books may mean having a number of fund-raising events 
during the year or perhaps increasing the subscription rates that members pay. Yes I know that 
this may lead to a decrease in membership but we have to ‘cut our coat according to our cloth’ 
as the saying goes. This is why this letter is going to all members so that everyone is aware of 
the problems clubs are facing. It is for all of us to be mindful of the situation. If the pandemic of 
Covid has taught us anything it is the fact that things will not be the same as before and we 
must move with the times even if they seem quite fast at the present.  
 

 

 

I am sure that these issues will be raised at the evening for  Programme Secretaries and Club 

Chairmen held on Wednesday 18 May at West Clandon at 7pm. but if you would like to 

comment on any of these matters please contact me at the email address below.  

 

 

 

Chris Brown 

Chairman 

Surrey Area of NAFAS            Website:                             Surrey NAFAS 

ce.brown@hotmail.co.uk        www.surreynafas.com           https://www.facebook.com/surrey.nafas/ 

01276 61740 (5 figs) 
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