
Surrey Area E-Newsletter Page 1 
 

SURREY AREA E-NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2022 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Surrey Area Newsletter.  
 
Many thanks to all the clubs and individuals that have contributed to this edition; it 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
The Clocks have gone back and the evenings are dark so quickly now, I hope you are all looking 
forward to Christmas, I know I am, although I do not start to my shopping until December.  
 
Walton & Weybridge Flower Club: 
"The special 65th Blue Sapphire Anniversary lunch we hosted in October was a wonderful opportunity 
to relax and chat with former and current members and their guests to celebrate our achievement 
together. Our tables were decked with white cyclamen decorated with blue tissue, and even the 
napkins had blue agapanthus decoration. 
 
Everyone was welcomed with a warming glass of Madeira, which was followed by an absolutely 
delicious two course lunch and a fascinating after- lunch speaker from Painshill Park. This delightful 
garden at Cobham has had a very chequered history, but it's also described as a “place where the 
walk is a work of art”. Charles Hamilton left the biggest mark, building numerous follies and creating 
what was known as a 'pictorial circuit garden' between 1738 and 1773, and all in all it's a perfect place 
to visit at any time of the year. 
 
We also enjoyed listening to a short history of our flower club, researched and presented by our 
Chairman Esther Wood and of course there was cake! Our Area Chairman Chris Brown was on hand 
to help cut our specially made celebration cake which was shared with a glass of innocent bubbly. 
 
Our fifty or so members and guests had a wonderful afternoon, full of warmth and laughter, with many 
reminiscences about past events but also with hope for the future and many more celebrations to 
come." 
 
Many thanks go to Sylvie Mellersh for the write-up and photos below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANSTEAD FLOWER CLUB: Vicki Hollands 
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In October after a very busy year, Banstead Flower Club held a Flower Festival at All Saints Church 
to mark the end of its 65th Anniversary. Initial planning for the festival began many months ago and 
meetings and workshops were held to ensure it went to plan.   On the 6th of October, the day of 
staging we gathered at the Church to begin our transformation. All Saints is a beautiful Church and 
our intentions were to enhance its’ beauty along with the help and advice from the Church Flower 
Arrangers.   As we all trotted in with our flowers and foliage the fragrance was amazing and the 
atmosphere buzzing as people chattered and scurried around to their allotted staging areas. Time 
flew and finally the last few downed tools to see the fruits of our labour and were thrilled. The Church 
looked Stunning. From the welcome Garland over the entrance Porch to the tiniest corner within there 
was something to catch your eye. We had accomplished what we had set out to do. Friday 
morning when the doors opened visitors and compliments began to trickle in and continued to do so 
over the three days. Admission was free to the festival but we are pleased to report that £270 was 
raised in donations for the Club Charity who support local people with Dementia and their carers. It 
was indeed the perfect end to what has been an amazing year for the Club, and we would like to 
thank everyone who has participated in supporting and helping Banstead makes its 65th year so 
special and one we will not forget.  
 
Below The Font arranged by Monica Gerlach & Brenda Miles 
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The Pulpit arranged by Angela Norman & Alison Gallant 
 

 
 
Opposite the Pulpit Arranged by Marilyn Luson 
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North Windowsill arranged by Helen Andrew 
 
 

 
 

Lady Chapel arranged by Hilary Latham 

 

 

Church Column arrangements  by Linda Milne & Chr is t ine O’Donohue  
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Entrance Porch by the Church Flower Arrangers 
 
 

 
Tower Doors by Margaret Trepant 
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Back of Alter Pamela Askew & Anna Sparks.  
 

 
Alter - Nicola Mathews & Vicki Hollands  
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South Windows by Sue Longley & Marilyn Bond 
 
 
 

 
 
Surrey Young Floral Designers: 
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At the Autumn AGM, Ashtead Flower Arrangement Group were delighted to present a rose and certificate 

to Dorothy Simcock who had been a member for 60 years. Dorothy has a fascinating range of stories about 

NAFAS and flower arranging experiences, with and without hats!  In 1969 she was secretary of the team 

who arranged the NAFAS, one and only, flower festival at St Pauls. She was definitely a mover and shaker 

at NAFAS, and in 1984 was the treasurer of the very first World Show in Glasgow. Dorothy was presented 

with her award by Vice President, Lynette Whitehead and Chair, Lynis Williams. 

 
AFDC Saturday Morning Classes: 
The latest Aldershot Floral Design Club Saturday Morning Class was on 8th October; once again in 
the Small Hall at Normandy. The title of this class was “Autumn Glory” and it was set up like a Show 
bench. Chris Brown kindly came along later in the morning to talk through the designs and give the 
members tips and guidance on their designs. With the Annual Show at the end of November this was 
a great help to everyone, especially the Beginners who have never entered a show before. 
The ladies arranged really lovely designs that would have won an award if it was a real show. 
It was a shame that so many were either unwell; on holiday or visiting relatives. They would have 
loved it. 
The photos below show the wonderful designs: 
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Message from A Wholesaler 

Wholesale Flower Cost Update: 

"As Winter approaches the cost of wholesale energy is having an adverse effect on Holland's ability to 

produce reasonably priced cut flowers . This is likely to continue for some time. Growers are telling us 

that they are either not going to grow in the winter months or produce around 30 % of their capacity. 

Alstromeria 

Most of the Dutch growers will use less heating, resulting in less production. Some smaller growers may 

go completely cold. So we would suggest you buy the gorgeous Colombian Alstro (perfection).  

Amaryllis 

The large growers are hedged and have sold a lot to the retail/supermarket sector. The situation is more 

uncertain around the smaller growers. All in all, less supply is also expected for amaryllis(especially over 

xmas) 

Anthurium 

The major growers expect to produce the same as last year; the supply was already smaller last year (-

20%). Production is expected to really go back to almost zero after 1 NOV celebration. 
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Bouvardia 

Significant drop in production expected (estimated -30 - 50%). One will heat less, the other will only plant 

half. 

Calla 

Normal supply due to Spanish production 

Celosia 

Production will approximately halve between November and February 

Chrysanthemum 

Several growers have already stopped growing and are not returning. The large growers are also taking 

measures and will grow less than in previous winters. Production is expected to fall about 35-40%. Crop 

schedules show that harvesting stops around week 46/2022 and starts again around week 14/2023. 

Cymbidium 

Production is already behind schedule and some of the growers may come too late before . .A few 

growers have stopped , but most of them will continue next season. 

Freesia 

Generally the impression is that less has been grown per m2, last year the production was already lower 

so will also be this year . 

Gerbera 

Several large growers, including our main suppliers, seem to be continuing. Some also go cold out of 

production. Estimated production will be -20 to -30%. Large retail producer is completely cold. 

Hydrangea 

In winter, the production is already at a minimum. Now there is no reason to expect major shifts. 

Decisions on this will probably not be made until early next year. 

Lilium 

Different stories from the growers. Most growers appear to be hedged but still expect to produce less. 

Estimates range from -10 to -40%. 

Lisianthus 

It is estimated that production will be -30%. Some growers don't produce at all; the big names will heat 

up the greenhouse less and therefore lower production. 

Rosa 

Not all growers have decided what exactly they are going to do yet. Growers look at each other what they 

going to do…. Overall picture is less production than last winter. 

Some growers stop with roses and switch to another crop. It is likely that the growers who went cold last 

season will also do so this winter. Only a single grower has indicated that they will continue. 

Syringe 

For some of the growers, production will start in March and don’t heat up for December. A few produce 

normally.  

Tanacetum/Matricaria 

In weeks 1-20 considerably less production. 

Tulipa/Narcissus/Hyacinth 

Completely different picture here. Most growers are going to produce normally, and some are going to 

do more. With the decline in production in many other flowers, tulips may be in extra demand, so maybe 

a high price than last year. 

 
So all in all it looks as though flowers will be in short supply for us, the flower arrangers. 
 
 

Area Club Activities: 
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• 3 November: Walton & Weybridge Open Meeting: Whiteley Village Hall, 3A 
Octagon Road, Hersham. KT12 4EG. Open Demonstration by Angela Turner 
“The Spirit of Winter”. Doors open 12.45 for 2pm start. Visitor Ticket price 
£16.00 available from valerie.saint@btinternet.com  

• 19 November: Horley Flower Club Christmas Show: “It’s a Cracker” to be 
held at English Martyrs Church Hall, Vicarage Lane, Horley. RH6 8AR. Doors 
open 1.30pm – 4.30pm. Admission price £3.00. 

• 25 November: Claygate Open Demonstration “Christmas is Coming” by 
Dennis van Wonderen. To be held at Claygate Village Hall, KT10 0JP: Doors 
open at 7pm. Ticket price £16.00: contact Anne: annieb.4755@gmail.com 

• 26/27 November: Aldershot Floral Design Club Annual Show: “A Frosty 
Morning” to be held at Normandy Village Hall, Glaziers Lane, Normandy. GU3 
2DD. Saturday 26th 1-4pm; Sunday 27th 11-4pm. Admission £5.00. Bring & 
Buy table; Tombola, Tea and Cake; Lunches on the Sunday. 

   
 

Has your club an Event; Show or Open Meeting coming up? Send me all the 
details and I will add it to the Area Newsletter. 
 
Area News: 
 
Dates of Interest for your diaries: Area and National Events: 
 
The next Area Council Meeting: 28 November 10.30am and AGM at 13.30pm.  

 
Looking Ahead to 2023 
2023 

Dates for Council Meetings: 23 Jan; 27 March; 26 June; 25 Sept; 27 Nov. 

Area Members Day: Tuesday 6th June: East Horsley Village Hall: further 

information will follow. 

 

12 to 14 May 2023: NAFAS National Live Show: Gloucester Cathedral: 

“Florilegium, a Gathering of Flowers”.  

12 May: ‘Penno and Price’ Show Demonstration – Gloucester Guildhall at 

7.30pm. 

 

2024 

Area Council Meetings: 

22 Jan; 18 March; 24 June; 30 September; 25 November. 

 
If you have never visited the Surrey Area website, go on and have look; 

lots of interesting pages to browse through with up to date information of 

the Area and National News and lots of photos to look at from events 

already held. Well worth a couple of minutes of your time. 

 

mailto:annieb.4755@gmail.com
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As this is your Area Newsletter please forward to me anything of interest that is 

happening in your club for inclusion so that other club members can read all 

about it. Just drop me a short resume and photographs if you have taken any of 

the event to the email address below.......Over to you all. 

 
Dee Kelly 
secretarysurreynafas@gmail.com 
 


